
  www.breadmorewebb.com                    @Breadmore_Webb |       /breadmorewebb

Note from The Head
Welcome to this year’s third edition of the Ramsey Voice. It is fair to say that the start of 2020 has been 
busy but rewarding both for staff and students. We are pleased to report the long-awaited upgrade to 
the heating system in many parts of the school is progressing well. The staff and students are to be 
commended on their flexibility to move classrooms at short notice and accommodate the excellent team 
of engineers from SES Mechanical Services Ltd. The project is progressing as planned, with a scheduled 
completion date of Easter.

This newsletter often contains reports of the extra-curricular opportunities for students and the benefits 
they bring to their social, cultural and moral development. In this edition we also report on the direct 
impact of one of our curriculum lessons which involved a presentation from Essex Fire Service. Thanks 

to the quick thinking of one of our students, who used the knowledge gained during his lessons, a major incident was averted. I 
will let you read the full article to find out more: but ‘well done Cameron’, your quick thinking made a difference to others in your 
community.

The annual Jack Petchey Awards Presentation Evening recognised the contribution of several students and their contribution to 
supporting others to make a difference. The students devote their time to worthwhile projects which enhance the experiences for 
others, both in school and the local community.

We always encourage our students to be the ‘best the best they can be’, to explore new opportunities and be open to challenges 
that take them outside of their comfort zone. Often this involves working with people in the local community. If you think you 
may be able to increase our range of opportunities  by developing a partnership with The Ramsey Academy or would like us to 
promote an activity that would allow students to ‘make a difference’ in the local community, please contact us.

The words of entrepreneur, Richard Branson can be used to summarise many of the contributions of our young people to the 
community:

“Success cannot be measured in wealth, fame or power, but by whether you have made a positive difference to others.”

Foodbank Thank you!                                                                                                                                             
The Ramsey Academy staff and students were overwhelmed with the amount of food collected at school 
for the Braintree District Foodbank in the month of December. A whopping 258.52kg of food was donated by 
kind hearted parents and students of The Ramsey Academy. The final house totals collected were as follows:                                                                                                                                         

                                                                               Aspiration 179 items 

Diversity 207 items

Endeavour 257 items

Thank you all so much for your 
generosity. You have helped many 
people in need in Halstead, Witham, 
Braintree and surrounding villages.  
Should you qualify for foodbank 
vouchers these can now be obtained 
through Mrs Ayres or Mrs Jolly in the 
Pastoral Team.

Children’s Reading Books, plea!                                                                                                                                            
                                                                               
In order to support the development of literature in our Trust’s primary and 
infant schools, we would be very grateful to receive any children’s reading books 
that you no longer need at home.  These books would benefit primary and infant 
students across the Trust enormously.  If you are able to donate any books, 
please can you send them in to Reception.  Thank you in advance for your help. 
Mrs Walters 
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Cameron Saves the Day                                                                                                                                 

Quick thinking Cameron Clouting has been praised after he raised the alarm when he saw 
smoke billowing from a motorhome.

Cameron had learnt what to do after the Fire Service Community Safety Team’s 
Education Officer Andrea Adam, visited Ramsey Academy.

He put the lesson into practice when he saw the fire.

Cameron was putting the rubbish out when he heard his neighbours smoke alarm and 
saw smoke coming from a motorhome parked on their driveway.

Cameron dialled 999 and gave his address and a precise description of what was 
happening next door.

Halstead Fire Station watch manager Steve Byrne said: “The motorhome was parked just 
one metre away from a house and flames were coming out of the windows and the top of 
the vehicle.

Cameron’s quick thinking and actions meant we were alerted without delay.

When we arrived the rear cab area of the motorhome was alight, but luckily the fire had 
not yet spread to the fuel tank, which was full, or to the house.

There were also gas cylinders in the motorhome that we were able to remove before the 
fire and heat got to them.

The motorhome was used by a couple from Devon as a permanent home, they were 
visiting family, and there was a lot of valued items and memories within the vehicle that we saved.

The crews managed to control the fire quickly without any damage to the house.

Another five minutes and this would have been a different story to tell.

What Cameron had learnt and remembered from Andrea’s visit, as well as his quick thinking and actions, saved his neighbour’s 
house and probably his own home, and prevented possible serious injury to the occupants.”

Cameron received a certificate of recognition and a service badge for his actions.

Steve added: “Cameron also gets lots of thanks from his grateful neighbours.

His parents and school are extremely proud of him, as he should be of himself.”                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Halstead Fire Station Watch Manager Steve Byrne

NCS                                                                                                                                 

On Friday, 31 January, Year 11 received an assembly from the National Citizen Service. Most of 
us didn’t know much about NCS, but they soon enough explained the concept…
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
NCS is a youth organisation like no other. They offer a programme for young adults (from 
the ages 16-17) that will enhance our communication skills as we will begin to mix with a new 
crowd of people; improve our independence and take on fresh challenges. All on two different 
weeklong residential trips. The residential trips must take place three hours - or more - away 
from our hometown to really simulate being independent. We will stay in lodges or even go 
camping, which will be a new experience for some. There will be activities such as high ropes, 
kayaking, ziplining and expeditions. We will have to work together as a team and make sure we 
communicate to get the best possible outcome.
                                                                                                                                                                              
This is then followed up with 60 hours of voluntary work, giving back to the community. An 
example of this could be painting fences within your village; discussing an extracurricular 
activity which you think is needed at primary schools; helping at your local library or even 
promoting and encouraging different campaigns.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Sarah from NCS  then came to the school to discuss the programme further with several students who had signed up, answering 
any questions we had. It is safe to say, this only made us more excited for the amazing opportunity that awaited. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
The NCS assembly has really opened our eyes to what opportunities are available to young people and how we can become the 
best versions of ourselves. Luckily, it is government funded and only costs £50! The programme is open to every kind of person 
and, of course, is welcoming to all. 

NCS is something to look out for!                 Anna M Year 11



  www.breadmorewebb.com                    @Breadmore_Webb |       /breadmorewebb

Holocaust Memorial Day                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                      
27 January marks 75 years since the liberation of the most infamous 
death camp, Auschwitz Birkenau. Seventy-five years ago, the world 
saw the unforgettable images coming out of the camps and started 
to grapple with the reality of what had happened.
Today, we remember the Holocaust alongside those that survived. 
Men and women who endured unimaginable horrors in their younger 
years, in their older years spend their time sharing their memories to 
ensure that the past is never forgotten. But we are all too aware that 
there will be a time in the not-too-distant future where we will do so 
without the important and harrowing first-hand accounts of these 
precious eyewitnesses.
As the Holocaust moves further into history, it falls on all of us to 
ensure that their stories, and the stories of the six million Jewish 
men, women and children brutally murdered by the Nazis, are never 
forgotten. All of Year 9 and some Year 11 students were able to take part in a webinar organised by the Holocaust Education Trust. 
They heard from Auschwitz survivor Susan Pollock.
Susan was born in Hungary and was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. She survived working as a slave labourer and was sent on 
a death march to Bergen-Belsen where she was liberated by British Forces on 15 April 1945. Susan lost 15 members of her family 
during the Holocaust and her brother who was forced to work in the crematorium at Auschwitz and never recovered from his 
trauma despite managing to physically survive.
Susan spoke to the pupils about the dangers of not speaking out against discrimination of any kind. She also had a positive 
message to deliver to pupils, she said she does not dwell on hatred and was never out to seek revenge but instead she focuses on 
being as good a person as she can be. 

Mrs Perrins

Famous Poet Visit                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                      
On Tuesday 21 January, the famous and brilliant poet Luke Wright was a visitor to the 
Ramsey Academy where he held an assembly, followed by workshops, for Year 10 and 
Year 11 students. Although when we first heard that there was to be an activity based 
around poetry there was some hesitation (as a common stereotype is the idea that 
poems are boring), after Wright’s first performance we all knew that this man was out 
to challenge that stereotype and turn it on its head completely. 

During the assembly Luke Wright performed a myriad of different poems from 
his collections – some were light-hearted and humorous while others had deeper 
meanings and were influenced by his family – all were performed with enthusiasm, 
panache and were timed perfectly to convey the right meaning. One of Wright’s 
poems that stands out particularly is one that consists primarily of words beginning 
with the letter b. In spite of the colourful language that was apt to appear in Luke 
Wright’s work, it became evidently clearer as time passed that poetry is something 
that can be fun and used to make people laugh – it is a lot more intriguing and 
exciting than society wants us to believe. Poems can also be used to convey ideas and 
emotions, as Wright showed through his moving performance: it is clear that this man 
belongs on the stage at events like the Edinburgh Fringe. 

After the assembly, small numbers of Year 11 and Year 10 students were invited 
to take part in a workshop with Luke himself – in these sessions we discussed 
the process behind making poems and conveying images in more detail before 
attempting to write our own poems. Much like one of his poems that he performed 
in the assembly, we were tasked with choosing a letter and writing a poem using 
only words beginning with that letter (within reason). Although it was a big challenge 
to attempt, everyone approached it eagerly and after some working time, some 
of the results were amazing! Luke Wright also spoke about the benefits of writing 
poems that conform to structural rules (like ballads, of which Wright has written 
many himself) rather than writing in free verse – the rules that some types of poems 
enforce on a writer force them to search deeper within themselves and think about 
how to convey their own points.
 
Having Luke Wright visit was an absolute pleasure and delight – we are grateful that 
the English Department managed to organise his assemblies and workshops and 
would strongly recommend that anyone see Luke Wright live. 
Tazmin S Year 11
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SPORTS NEWS: SPORTS NEWS: SPORTS NEWS: SPORTS NEWS:                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Futsal Year 11
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
On Monday 13 January the Year 11 boys competed in a Futsal Tournament at Notley High 
School. The team members were: Ryley C, Josh D, Ben J, Billy J, Will F and Bleu M. The scores 
were: 1-0 loss to Notley High. 2-1 win against Maltings Academy. 4-2 win against Helen Romanes. 
3-1 loss to Notley High. The Ramsey Academy came second overall and the other schools 
involved were Alec Hunter, Helen Romanes, New Rickstones Academy, Hedingham School, Notley 
High and Maltings Academy.  Mr Child

Futsal Year 10
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
On Tuesday 14 January, Year 10 boys team travelled to Notley High to compete in a Futsal 
Tournament. Team members were: Will P, Callum H, Josh I, Corby W, Dylan M and Ewan H. The 
scores were: draw 1-1 against New Rickstones Academy. Lost 1-0 to Maltings Academy. Lost 3-1 
to Notley High School. The teams competing were The Ramsey Academy, Notley High School, 
Maltings Academy, New Rickstones Academy, Helen Romanes School and Hedingham School.   
Mr Child

Futsal Year 8                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
On Friday 17 January a team of boys from Year 8 travelled to Notley to play in the Futsal 
Tournamant, The boys did well but did not progress beyone the group stage. The Year 8 team 
were Zachary D, Alfie P, Lewis D, Kellum, Ryan S and Preston B.                Mr Knight

Futsal Year 9 
On Wednesday 15 January a team of boys from Year 9 travelled to Notley High to play a Futsal 
Tournament. The team were: Will G, Ashley S, Jimmy S, Eddy P, Jacob P, Millan H, Oskar R and 
Charlie J. The results were 2-0 loss to Hedingham School. 1-0 loss Alec Hunter and a 2-0 loss to 
Notley High School.  The teams competing were: The Ramsey Academy, Alec Hunter, Notley High 
School, Honywood School, Helen Romanes School and Hedingham School.   Mr Child

Futsal Year 7 
On Thursday 16 January a team of boys from Year 7 travelled 
to Notley High School to play Futsal against Helen Romanes 
School, Hedingham School, Notley High, Maltings Academy and 
Alec Hunter. The team members were: Blue F, Archie D, Louis D, 
Harvey O-W, Sunny P, Ollie R and Jonathan S. The boys got into 
the semi-final after winning their group but lost on penalties.                              
Mr Knight

Year 8 Football
A Year 8 team travelled to Alec Hunter to play against them in a football match in awful conditions. 
The final score was 6-3 and the team were: Billy B, Zachary D, Brandon J, Harry C, Preston B, Ryan S, 
Ashden L, Sam F, Sunny P, Kellum S, Lewis D and Blue F. Mr Knight                                         
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Christmas Church Service                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                      
On Saturday 14 December, members of the 
Academy Choir and Band took part in a Halstead 
Choral Christmas Concert at St Andrew’s Church. 
The choir sand ‘The Rhythm of Life’ and ‘Let It Be’. 
The band played a Christmas version of Pharrell 
Williams ‘Happy’ and the two groups performed 
‘Jingle Bells’ together. The choir joined Halstead 
Choral and the choir from St Andrew’s Primary 
School to sing ‘Cradle Song’ and ‘I Saw Three 
Ships’. A special mention for our soloists Alfie M, 
Emily S, Cameron C, Oscar H, Thomas R, Henry S & 
Freya R.     Mr Lewis- James

Handball Competition                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                        
On Wednesday 8 January, an under 14 boys team went to Notley High to 
compete in a Handball competition. The team members were: Bobby T, Tom 
F, Oskar R, Kieran D, Jacob P, Millan H, Ashley S, Finley B. The scores were: 
1-1 New Rickstones Academy. 2-2 Notley High. 2-0 win against Maltings 
Academy. 2-1 win against Alec Hunter. This meant we came second overall 
missing out on the first spot by just one point. Well done lads! Mr Child

SPORTS NEWS: SPORTS NEWS: SPORTS NEWS: SPORTS NEWS:                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Year 7 and 8 Football Match
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
On Thursday 9 January a Year 7 and 8 boys football team travelled to Gosfield School and won the match 
2-0. Sunny P in Year 7 scored both goals. The team was: Billy B, Sunny P, Kellum, Blue F, Harry C, Ryan S, 
Louis D, Archie D, Brandon J, Alfie P, Harvey O-W, Cameron M and Preston B. Mr Knight

Badminton Tournament
                                                                                                                                                      
On Friday 18 January a team of Year 10 boys competed in a badminton tournament held 
at The Garrison in Colchester. They had done really well to make it to the County finals. 
The team was Callum H, Tom L, Harry S and Frankie S. The boys lost their matches 
against KEGS, St Martins, Southend High and Gable Hall but came overall 10th in the 
whole of Essex. Congratulations boys. Mr Child
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Jack Petchey Awards                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
On Tuesday 21 January five nominated Ramsey Acdemy students attended the Jack Petchey Award celebrations at Braintree Arts 
Theatre. Our worthy recipients were as follows:                

Thomas Bell                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                   
Thomas has been the epitome of our Drama Ambassadors and has been an 
absolute stalwart of extra-curricular drama since the start of Year 7. He has 
not often had the main roles but has maintained the most creative attitude 
and approach to all that he has been asked of him and more. He has been 
committed to rehearsals and has been a constant rock and open hearted 
inspiration to his peers. Thomas has spent his £250 grant on National Theatre 
play scripts for children.

Jack Underwood                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                      
Jack has shown a high level of commitment to the Science Department primary 
club. He has given up his own time to help lead and support younger pupils. This 
has included collecting students, assisting with practicals and demonstrating 
to students too help them develop. He has been an excellent role model and 
ambassador to the school. Jack has spent his grant on Crest Award Challenge 
programme for the school.

Max Gateley-Biebuyck                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                     
Max has shown real grit and determination to improve his confidence and 
leadership skills as well as a massive commitment to improving his skills in 
French. He has attended additional language sessions consistently and as a 
result he has made excellent progress. He has given up his own time to help 
contribute to the school community which has developed his
communication skills that he can now use effectively as a Prefect for the school. 
Max has spent his award on two media pads for school.

Callum Watson                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                            
Callum has shown dedication and continuous volunteering to help younger 
students in both table tennis and tennis. He has given up his own time to 
lead, coach and officiate the activities for local primary school and his peers. 
Callum has been an excellent role model for all students in the school and local 
community. In addition to all his volunteering for others he is also a young carer 
and is a massive help at home. Callum has spent his grant on 12 compostable 
table tennis bats for the school.
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Jack Petchey Awards                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Max Felton                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                   
Max is one of 20 students nationally to take the Send my Friend to School 
campaign to parliament. Max put questions to the International Development 
Committee, and met with a selection of MPs from a range of constituencies and 
political parties. Max also helped put our campaign to local MP James Cleverly, 
to get him to raise this issue in parliament and to help secure
the required £75 million in funding. Max has given up his own time for this 
campaign, and has spoken confidently and with conviction, to some of the 
national top politicians. He has been an outstanding role model and ambassador 
for the school and local community. Max has spent his grant on Citizenship 
Education Resource books for teenagers.
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Employer Visits/Careers Information                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
We have been continuing with our exciting employer drop ins which take place on a Wednesday lunchtime. Our recent visits have 
included professionals from various industries. 

Students were able to ask questions and learn about the career options from a working professional. These are invaluable 
sessions and we welcome students to come along to any that captures their interest. 

We would like to thank the employers who have been involved in this project. We hope to continue this and invite any interested 
employers to attend. We would like to thank: 

• Bright Lights Creative and Prosper Agency who provided a brilliant presentation on careers in the creative industries as well 
as business mentoring for our young entrepreneurs.

• Our visiting NHS paramedic gave information on the various routes in to working in health care and emergency response.

• A representative from Bayer Crop Science who gave us in insight into marketing, managing large budgets and client 
relationships.

• Easi Hairdressing Academy who ran a practical session where students had the chance to learn new hair styles whilst finding 
out about hairdressing careers.

• Essex Professional Coaching who ran an event about careers in coaching, sport and physiotherapy.

If you would like to visit and speak to students about your own career we are keen to welcome more local employers! We hold the 
sessions every Wednesday during lunch (1.10pm). Please contact Laura Eaves: leaves@ramseyacademy.com 

Mrs Barnes and Mrs Eaves

Information for Parents, Carers  and Students                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

What happened last half term? 
We celebrated our new collection of Maths books with an eye-catching display! 
Several books have been borrowed      ! 
 
Our new travel writing books have proved popular too.  Very apt following the Special 
Recognition Award presented to Sir Michael Palin at the National Television Awards. 

Our new stock of GCSE revision guides are regularly used by our Year 11 students! 

What’s  happening now? 

Science Fiction Day was unofficially celebrated on January 2nd.  This half term we have 
been enjoying the Science Fiction genre with a display, books and a quiz!  The winner 
will be announced after half term. 

We were very lucky to have author and poet Luke Wright come and visit our year 10 and 
11 students on January 21st.  He was inspirational!   

We have had a selection of poetry books available to be enjoyed, plus our very own 
Poet-Tree in the library.  We ran a limerick competition which proved popular.  There 
were some fantastic entries! Congratulations to our Year 7 winner! 

Coming soon! 

Essex libraries are running Love Your Library events during February.  Halstead 
library’s event takes place on Saturday 15th February.  They will be celebrating Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics.  After half term we will be continuing 
this theme in our own library, plus providing some genre books around romance to 
slot in with the ‘love’ theme! 

Mrs Heath’s Dad was a journalist.  We will be displaying some of his articles and 
photographs to hopefully inspire the next generation of writers and reporters!  There 
will be a competition based around this topic. 

World Book Day falls on March 5th this year.  We will be celebrating this event as we 
always do in the library.  Lots to look forward to! 

Library News 


